It is now generally allowed that there is no essential distinction between medicine and surgery, although practitioners of medicine may be divided into different ranks and classes. Perhaps there is no country where this indivisibility, as regards the practice of the profession, is more strictly maintained than in Russia. 
In general practice, there is no positive distinction in the labours allotted to the three first ranks. The physicians and the surgeons, in most cases, practise indiscriminately all branches of the profession. If Russia, where the apothecary is the compounder only, and should be satisfied with a fair profit upon the material, as the prescription has already been paid for; whereas, the prices he pleases to put upon it allows of no such consideration on his part. It is true that there is a tariff for the price of medicines, to which he is compelled to adhere; but this is excessively high, and not regulated by the current prices of the drugs imported into the empire. The proprietors of these aptekas are almost all Germans.
The regulations, which were promulgated by the court physician, Dr. A preparatory classical education is demanded previously to the admission of students to the medical classes.
The medical majority is twenty-four years of age; and the degree of M.D. is not conferred before this period.
Beside these examinations for specific purposes, as degrees, &c., there is a general examination of all the students; an examination of probation, to ascertain the progress which they may have made in their studies. These are the examinations which take place after the termination of the lectures. It is from the result of this experiment that the subsequent division of the students into classes of merit takes place.
The report of the examining professors is laid before the Senatus Academicus, and the report is generally respected by the Conference, and serves for the arrangement of the four subsequent degrees; but, superior to this testimony of medical industry and capability of the student, as furnished by the professors, is the consideration which the Conference gives to the moral conduct of individuals, in preference to their acquirements in learning.
There 
